
Dear Applicant:

You may be requesting to attend a course with someone you know.  If  so, it is required that you and your 
friend/relative complete our Friends Waiver process.  If the course you and your friend/relative are applying for has 
multiple crews, we may place you in separate crews.  

We have found that people in established relationships, however positive, have expectations of one another.  An 
Outward Bound course is meant as a place to stretch oneself, break free of preconcieved ideas and discover new 
strengths and talents. When you attend with someone you know, you risk forfeiting much of the learning value of 
an Outward Bound experience.  In addition, pre-existing relationships sometimes have a negative effect on group 
interactions.  We encourage you to apply to separate courses or on courses with multiple crews (call us for this 
information) where each of you can experience the full measure of an Outward Bound course.

Important to note:
1. Should you be requesting to attend this course and be placed on the same crew as your  friend/relative,

this waiver is not a guarantee that your request will be approved. 
a. If  we do approve your request to attend course together (participating on the same crew), we will

regard you as separate applicants. If  one of  you withdraws or is medically screened off  of  the course,
we will still expect the other applicant to attend. There are no revisions to our refund policy for a 
friend/relative situation. 

b. If  we do not accept your request to attend course together, here are some options to consider:
I. Ask us about a course with multiple crews so that you may still travel together.
II. We will need to transfer one of  you to another course, and we will recommend some options.
III. You both have the option of  canceling and, if  the waiver questionnaires were received

from both you and your friend/relative by the due date, we will refund you the full
amount of  tuition paid, with the exception of  the application fees.

2. You may be enrolling on the same course as your friend/relative, but you are not requesting to be placed
on the same crew. As explained in the first paragraph of  this letter, we still ask you to complete the attached
questionnaire.

If  after considering the above information you still wish to be considered for the waiver, please fill out the
questionnaire on the following page.  This same requirement is being made of  your friend/relative.

Thank you for understanding this approach.  Our goal is to provide the highest quality Outward Bound experience
for each of  you and for the others on your crew.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Northwest Outward Bound School 
Student Services

FRIENDS WAIVER PAGE 1 OF 2
MR 12/11



Applicant Name:_____________________________   Course Number:________________________________

Name of  the person with whom you wish to attend:________________________________________________
All questions must be answered.  Unanswered questions will delay our decision.  

1. Describe the nature of  your relationship with the other applicant.  Are you married, partnered, or
romantically involved?  Is your relationship family based, social, work or school related?

2. Why did you choose to do this course together?  Who initiated the idea?  Why was the other person
included in the decision?

3. What are your personal goals for the course?

4. How will you give one another the freedom to act in new ways and assume new roles?

5. Describe an experience in which you and the other applicant have worked with other people to achieve a
specific group goal.

6. In challenging times, people often seek support from those they know as opposed to other group
members. How would you avoid such a situation and incorporate other crewmates?

FRIENDS WAIVER QUESTIONNAIRE
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